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I I. (C7'S SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY TO STEP UP
THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER FOR THE COLLECTIVE
GOOD OF 450 MILLION EU CITIZENS

It Is our hope that the event bringing us together today will be a milestone in
the fight against cancer.

This very first European Cancer Meeting, organised by the French National
Cancer Institute as part of France’s Presidency of the Council of European
Union, is a great opportunity to ramp up and intensify the fight against cancer
for the collective good of our continent’s population.

For 15 years now, the French National Cancer Institute has been promoting a
complete and integrated view of the needs of both patients and the general
population, in concert with all the French and European stakeholders in cancer
care.

We are confident that the European Union has a major role to play in this fight,
which affects 2.7 million Europeans every year, and that substantial added value
can be generated by working as a community. The response to the pandemic
has shown us how crucial European-wide cooperation and discussions have
been.

To help strengthen the fight against cancer in Europe, we have assembled more
than 150 international experts, public and private stakeholders, scientists, and
representatives of associations from all Member States. All these experts have
come together to propose more than 30 concrete new initiatives, around 5
flagship themes (paediatric cancers, cancers with poor prognosis, cancer
prevention, cancer and employment, and international cooperation), which
each Member State will promote to the Presidency of the European Union.

The political declaration represents a strong commitment from the Trio
Presidency of the Council of the European Union, It reasserts their political and
scientific prioritisation of the fight against cancer by calling for the
Implementation of these new initiatives.

This European Cancer Meeting, which we wholeheartedly hope to see repeated
in the future, will help foster our individual and collective engagement.

The fight against cancer and continued progress for the collective good of our
fellow citizens are sure to benefit from such enthusiasm. Commitment from the
European Union and the 27 Member States, and the involvement of all
stakeholders will be key to our success.

Thierry Breton Prof. Norbert Ifrah
Managing Director President
French National Cancer Institute French National Cancer Institute
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I Il. CANCERIN THE EUROPEAN UNION

In international terms, the increase in non-communicable — or indirectly
communicable — disease represents a global health challenge. The international
community is required to address the challenges associated with this
epidemiological transition with numerous impacts to be envisaged on
healthcare systems and populations in countries worldwide, in terms of care
organisation, research development, and access to medication. Joint ventures
have been initiated to drive progress in the fight against cancer and the
undertaking has been bolstered though multilateral global health instruments.

Cancers are the leading cause of mortality in wealthy countries and will be the
leading cause of mortality worldwide in 2030. They are the leading cause of
disease-related death in children in France and Europe. In 2020, 2.7 million
people received a cancer diagnosis and close to 1.3 million people died of
cancer in the European Union’

One-quarter of all cancer cases worldwide occur in Europe?, despite Europe
representing less than 10% of the world’s population, which goes to show the
sizeable impact of cancer on our society. The economic cost of cancer is
estimated at €100 billion per year®.

According to the reports on the state of health in the European Union, cancer
represents one of the main causes of premature deaths in Member States.
Besides its effect on individual health, the disease also has a substantial social
and economic impact.

A new Commission was formed on 1 December 2019, and a European Cancer
Plan “"Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan” was announced, with objectives and a
timetable which are consistent with those of the French ten-year cancer-control
strategy. A Cancer Mission has been set up with the Commission, co-chaired by
a French representative, Prof. Christine Chomienne. Moreover, numerous
bilateral partnerships are also in place.

This context offers an opportunity to initiate, on an international level,
coordinated initiatives for the benefit of our fellow citizens, in particular in
relation to childhood cancers, cancers with poor prognosis, both calling for
work on a scale that can only be achieved through international collaboration.
The time is also right to bolster France’s leadership and appeal in the fight
against cancer, and to propose a drive for a collaborative and integrative
process, with support from the leading countries in this combat, but also
including developing countries.

THTTPS://EC . EUROPA EU/INFO, PRICRITIES-2019-2024/PRO G-OUR-EUR

ROPAEU ALTH/NON-COMMUNICA DISEASES/CANC FR

ROPAEU ALTH/NON-COMMUNICABLE-DISEASES/CANC FR
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We know that over 40% of cancers are linked to exposure to preventable cancer
risk factors. However, on average within the EU, a mere 3% of healthcare
budgets are currently earmarked for health promotion and disease prevention.
Therefore, there is huge scope for action.

Furthermore, initiatives to promote cancer prevention and healthy lifestyles
also help combat obesity and other non-communicable diseases such as
cardiovascular disease and diabetes, which share common risk factors.

Cancers put pressure on every Member State’s healthcare and welfare systems,
and on public funds. The European-wide cancer-control strategy must
support all the Member States, and enable all citizens, regardless of their
country of residence, to benefit from high-quality measures in terms of
prevention, screening, treatments, and follow-up.

The aim of European Union-led initiatives is to guarantee this equity of access.
France, at the instigation of the French National Cancer Institute, is making a
contribution through several programmes.
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B.KEY CANCER FIGURES

1. IN THE EUROPEAN UNION*

Estimated incidence by cancer

within the European Union
(2020)

MOST COMMON CANCERS

Estimated mortality by cancer
within the European Union
(2020)

MOST COMMON CANCER CAUSES OF DEATH

1,237,588 555,650
NEW CASES DEATHS
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BREAST BREAST
CANCER CANCER
LUNG LUNG
CANCER CANCER
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CANCER CANCER
1,444,949 706,072
NEW CASES DEATHS
MEN MEN
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PROSTATE
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COLORECTAL COLORECTAL
CANCER CANCER
4 HTTPS://ECIS.JRC.EC.EUROPA.EU/ SITE VI N 12 JANUARY 2022
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2. WORLDWIDE IN 2020°

Estimated incidence by cancer
worldwide
(2020)

MOST COMMON CANCERS

19,300,000
NEW CASES

WOMEN & MEN
BREAST
CANCER

LUNG
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CANCER

MOST COMMON CANCER CAUSES OF DEATH

10,000,000
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LIVER

////’//CANCER
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S HTTPS://WWW. WHO.INT/FR/NEWS-ROOM/FACT-SHEETS/DETAIL/CANCER
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B II]. CUROPE'S BEATING CANCER PLAN AND
FRANCE’S TEN-YEAR CANCER-CONTROL STRATEGY:
TWO KEY INITIATIVES TO STEP UP THE FIGHT
AGAINST CANCER

The almost simultaneous launches in 2021 of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan
and France’s ten-year cancer-control strategy have set out the framework
for initiatives In the fight against cancer for the next ten years. These two
key initiatives mark renewed political commitment at the highest level,
supported by the French President and the President of the European
Commission. With increased ambition, they share common objectives:
lowering the incidence of cancers, improving patient survival and quality of life.

To achieve these objectives and advance the fight against cancer for the
collective good, the initiatives have been allocated a sizable budget (€4 billion
for Europe, and €1.7 billion over 5 years for France).

A. EUROPE'S BEATING CANCER PLAN: A NEW APPROACH TO

Presented by the President of the European

Commission in February 2021, Europe's Beating

Cancer Plan is a main priority in the area of health of

L the von der Leyen Commission. It is a key pillar of a
S strong European Health Union.

With new technologies, research and innovation as
the starting point, Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan sets
out a new EU approach to cancer prevention,
treatment and care. It addresses all aspects of
cancer care, from prevention to quality of life of
cancer patients and survivors, focusing on actions
where the EU can add the most value.

Europe's Beating Cancer Plan will be supported by actions spanning across
policy areas from employment, education, social policy and equality, through
marketing, agriculture, energy, the environment and climate, to transport,
cohesion policy, and taxation.

It Is structured around four key action areas with 10 flagship initiatives and

multiple supporting actions:

o prevention through actions addressing key risk factors such as tobacco,
harmful alcohol consumption, environmental pollution and hazardous
substances;

o early detection of cancer by improving access to diagnostics along with
diagnostic quality;
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o diagnosis and treatment through actions to ensure better integrated and
comprehensive cancer care and addressing unequal access to quality care
and medicines,

o Improve quality of life of cancer patients and survivors.

It will be implemented using the whole range of Commission funding
instruments, with a total of €4 billion being earmarked for actions addressing
cancer, including from the EU4Health programme, Horizon Europe and the
Digital Europe programme.

To support new technologies, research and innovation, a new Knowledge
Centre on Cancer will be launched to help coordinate scientific and technical
cancer-related initiatives at EU level. A "European Cancer Imaging Initiative”
will be set up to support the development of new computer-aided tools to
improve personalised medicine and innovative solutions.

A particular focus will be placed on children, through the launch of the
"Helping Children with Cancer Initiative” to ensure that children have access
to rapid and optimal detection, diagnosis, treatment and care. Finally, to
identify trends, disparities and inequalities between Member States and regions,
a Cancer Inequalities Registry will be established.

Access document presenting Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan
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B.THE TEN-YEAR CANCER-CONTROL STRATEGY: AN AMBITIOUS PLAN

e s Presented by the French President on 4
February 2021, the ten-year cancer-control
: strategy shows a clear and common aim to
ECENNA improve healthcare and benefits for all our

U R fellow citizens affected by cancers. It
incorporates all aspects of cancer care -
primary prevention and screening, support for
ESPOIR POUR DEMA those affected by the disease in their care and
life pathways — and involves all stakeholders in
cancer control, health and research.

ufe)

| U3U

For the first time Iin cancer care, the French Government has ambitious
calculated targets, which should encourage everyone to get involved, for the
collective good:

o reducing the number of preventable cancers by 60,000 cases per year,

by 2040 (at present, 153,000 cancers/year could be prevented),

o performing one million more screening procedures by 2025, within the
scope of existing screening programmes (at present, approximately 9 million
screening procedures are conducted each year),

o reducing by 2/3 to 1/3 the proportion of patients suffering from after-
effects 5 years post-diagnosis (in 201/, 3.8 million people in France were
living with or had recovered from cancer),

o significantly improving the survival rate of cancers with poorer
prognosis, by 2030 (in 2016, 7 cancer sites had a 5-year cancer survival rate
of under 33%).

The ten-year strategy sets out four priorities aimed at achieving the objectives
set:

Priority 1: improving prevention;

Priority 2: reducing after-effects and improving quality of life;

Priority 3: combatting cancers with poor prognosis,

Priority 4. ensuring that everyone benefits from progress.

O O O o

In terms of funding, the cancer-control strategy benefits from the renewal of
the budgets allocated within the framework of the 2014-2019 Cancer Plan.
This represents €1.45 billion deployed over the 2021-2025 period, with an
additional budget of €284 million. Therefore, the total funding is slightly
over €1.74 million for the first five years of the plan.
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European and international cooperation, which is vital in the fight against
cancer, particularly in research, has been consolidated and expanded.
Cooperation between key European and international players in the fight
against cancer offers considerable scope for progress, in terms of research,
prevention, screening, and early diagnosis, and in access to quality services and
to innovative therapies.

Discussions and collaboration with other countries on their practices in the fight
against cancer are key. The French National Cancer Institute is committed to
promoting these aspects internationally, and to encouraging sharing of
expertise to meet the challenge of the fight against cancer.

To achieve this, five major initiatives will be deployed:
o strengthening international regulations in order to improve individuals’

protection and initiate joint European initiatives (reducing people’s exposure
to environmental risk factors, particularly in the case of children and
schools);

o strengthening research and care networks (rare cancers, paediatric
cancers, cancers with poor prognosis),

o performing and sharing benchmarking to identify innovative evidence-
based initiatives and thereby encourage progress;

o Investing in international data sharing for the benefit of the patient;,

o strengthening bilateral cooperation with the countries at the cutting edge
In the fight against cancer,

o developing international consortia in priority or promising fields of
research.

Additionally, the French National Cancer Institute is involved in the governance
of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and in operational initiatives. It coordinates the
participation of French stakeholders (UNICANCER, FHF Cancer, Inserm) in the
areas of:

o translational research to develop clinical applications from fundamental

research findings,

o Innovation in terms of public policies;

0 next-generation sequencing for oncology, innovative therapies such as
CAR and TCR cell therapy.

Access document presenting the 2021 - 2030 Ten-year cancer-control strategy

Its 360° vision of all areas of cancer care gives it a unique role on the European
and international scene. Given the expertise developed, it is a key player and
partner in stepping up the fight against cancer.
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I [V/.c UROPEAN CANCER MEETING OF THE FRENCH
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE: STEPPING UP
COOPERATION IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER

The European Cancer Meeting of the French National Cancer Institute, to be
held on 3 and 4 February 2022 to coincide with World Cancer Day, will provide
European stakeholders with a new forum for discussions and sharing, aimed
at fostering collaboration and pooling knowledge and work.

The French Presidency of the Council of the European Union, from 1 January
to 30 June 2022, is an opportunity to boost collaboration and cooperation
which will “ move Europe forwards” in the fight against cancer, for the collective
good of the 27 Member States.

This European meeting, which is an official FPEU event, will be held with the
French, Swedish and Czech Health Ministers, the French Research Minister, and
the President of the European Commission in attendance, subject to their
availabilities.

They will pursue the following objectives:

o provide a forum for knowledge sharing and discussions between all the
European players involved in the fight against cancer (institutions,
academics, associations, industrial and biotech firms, etc.);

o enable co-building of proposed concrete initiatives, to be implemented
European-wide,

o ramp up European and international cooperation in the fight against
cancer.

This discussion forum will allow key institutional stakeholders and European
experts to share their perspectives, and make proposals around five key themes
In the fight against cancer:

o childhood cancers;

cancers with poor prognosis,

cancer prevention;,

cancer and employment;,

international cooperation in the fight against cancer.

O O oo

This Cancer meeting will also help raise awareness of key players in the fight
against cancer and some their initiatives through Masterclasses.

It should help step up and complete the European agenda decided by the
political decision-makers, who will be able to formalise the announcements
and undertakings capable of advancing the fight against cancer on a
European level.

Finally, to boost the new impetus generated by this first European Cancer
Meeting, the format may be reused on a European scale. Regular meetings of
this type offer all stakeholders the opportunity to share and reflect collectively
on the priorities and initiatives to be developed for the collective good of the
27 Member States.
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A. THE FOUR HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EUROPEAN CANCER MEETING

The programme for the two days on which the Meeting is to be held is
structured around four highlights:
0 a Forum® promoting exchanges between international and European

stakeholders;

0 an initiative platform to present, through masterclasses on 3 February, the
flagship initiatives of Member States and European organisations,

o feedback from 5 thematic workshops on 4 February. The purpose of
these workshops, for which collaboration commenced prior to the European
Cancer Meeting, is to draw up draft common initiatives on all the issues
identified (details of these workshops and themes on pages x to z);

o the plenary session including speeches and talks by official representatives
of the Member States on 4 February.

View the full European Cancer Meeting programme online, or in Appendix A
of this Kit.

B.COMMON POLITICAL DECLARATION TO STEP UP AND RAMP UP THE

As part of the preparation of the European Cancer Meeting, the French
National Cancer Institute set up a consultation process in the EU Member
States. From December 2027 to January 2022, it organised workshops consisting
of a panel of experts and European stakeholders’” (institutions, academics,
associations). The aim was to reflect collectively on and propose concrete
common initiatives for the 27 EU Member States.

At these video meetings held between December 2021 and January 2022, the
attendees drafted proposals around five key issues. They will be presented at
the morning session on 4 February 2022.

This work has resulted in the drafting of a common political declaration. It
reasserts the determination of all stakeholders in the fight against cancer to
reduce the burden of the disease in our societies and calls for everyone
working in the private and public sector to intensify their efforts and
cooperation to combat cancer.

The common political declaration will be presented on 4 February 2022.

67T \ N IN APPENDIX D. A PRESENTATION
I AN CANC NG WEBSITE HTTPS://RENC

7 LIST OF WORKSHO NDI PPE]
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C. FOCUS ON THEMATIC WORKSHOPS

The five themes covered in the workshops are among the consensus priority
measures in Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and in the ten-year cancer-
control strategy.

The experts in each working group were tasked with identifying the sources of
leverage and opportunities helping step up the fight against cancer in
Member States.

The 5 themes covered in these workshops are:
paediatric cancers,

cancers with poor prognosis;
cancer and employment;,
cancer prevention;
International cooperation.

O O O O o

Appendix B of this kit contains an overview, for each theme, of the contribution
of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan, the ten-year cancer-control strategy and key
Initiatives across Europe.

At each workshop, initiatives were identified. The attendees ranked three of
these as leading initiatives. For each theme developed below, these three
initiatives are described. The full initiatives will be made available in a
document on 4 February alongside the Common Declaration.

1. PAEDIATRIC CANCERS

Paediatric cancers represent 20% of child deaths and remain the main cause of
children’s mortality above the age of one due to diseases in Europe, while the
individual causes of paediatric cancers remain unknown in 75% to 90% of cases.
Furthermore, there have not been any increase in overall survival rate in the last
15 years.

Today, efforts must be amplified at the European level to ensure an ever-earlier
diagnosis, to improve the cure of childhood cancers by expanding research and
allowing better access to multi-modal treatments, including medicines, and to
ensure the quality of life of survivors in the long term.

To reach those goals, the working group recommends the three following
leading initiatives:

actions specifically related to paediatric cancers, to support the goal-driven,
successful and coherent implementation of actions and projects relevant to
children and young people with cancer.
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access clinical trials, by reinforcing international clinical trial platforms in
paediatric haemato-oncology and the Reference Network on Paediatric Cancer
(ERN PaedCan), and facilitate access to cross-border clinical trials, by solving
actual current administrative, legal and financial limitations.

long-term follow-up of patients, by defining the principles to be applied and
harmonizing the interpretations of the regulations supervising this.

11 Main figures
In Europe, cancers represent 20% of causes of childhood mortality and

remain the primary cause of disease-related infant mortality.

Every year in Europe, more than 35,000 new cases of paediatric cancers are
diagnosed, and 6,000 children die of cancer. Almost half a million children
have currently recovered from cancer, and this number is on the rise.

Substantial progress has been made in the field of paediatric cancer care. While
in the 1950s, the survival rate of children was very low, it rose to 30% In the
1960s, and is currently at 80%.

This survival rate has been improved through developments in research and
treatments and improved care. This progress has particularly been made
possible through cooperation development and the creation of the
International Society of Paediatric Oncology (SIOP).

At present, the challenge lies not only improving survival rates among
children affected by cancers, but also in early disease detection, and long-
term follow-up and quality of life of these children once they have reached
adulthood.

Despite this progress and the many initiatives, improvements in all areas of
cancer care are still needed to combat these cancers more effectively.

1.2 Priorities of initiatives in the field of paediatric cancer care

Prevention and diagnosis
In 80% of cases, paediatric cancer is diagnosed when the cancer is already

at an advanced stage. Among adults, this rate is only 20%.
However, early detection significantly improves the patient’s chances of survival
with generally less burdensome treatments.

15
2022 EUROPEAN CANCER MEETING OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE




Moreover, in 75 to 90% of cases, the causes of the onset of paediatric
cancers are unknown. Prevention strategies include research on hereditary
factors and genetic predispositions as well as the study of environmental factors
and risk factors.

Care and treatment
According to the ten-year report published in 2017 on the Paediatric Regulation

(which entered into force in the European Union on 26 January 2007), significant
progress has been made in the field of paediatric medicine. The number of
clinical trials, launches of new drugs and shared information (EMA database) on
childhood diseases is increasing year on year.

However, substantial disparities between European countries remain in
terms of survival rates. A 20% difference is observed between Western and
Eastern European countries. In relation to treatments, of the 150 cancer
drugs developed in the last 10 years, only 9 have been granted an
authorisation for therapeutic use in children.

This specific point can be explained by two factors:

0 paediatric cancers are a “rare disease” compared to adulthood cancers.
They represent 1% of the total number of cancers in Europe every year. The
low return on investment from research on treatments for children acts as a
disincentive for stakeholders in the sector;

o clinical trials including children and adolescents are more difficult to
conduct.

Nevertheless, there is still an urgent need to develop research.

Quality of life

Two-thirds of people who have had cancer in the past are living with long-

term treatment effects, which are potentially severe. Their day-to-day life is

hence adversely affected. Almost 50% of these people also report a

socioeconomic impact.

In terms of health, the main long-term complication remains premature
cardiovascular disease. People who have had cancer during their childhood
have an 8-fold greater risk of dying from heart disease than the general
population.

There also needs to be a focus on tertiary prevention. Only a minority of
recovered patients receive medical guidance enabling them to adapt their
behaviours and adopt lifestyle habits to reduce risks of recurrence or secondary
cancer.
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2. POOR PROGNOSIS CANCER

A focus was placed on poor prognosis cancer, defined here as cancers whose
survival rate at the time of discovery is estimated to be below 33% after five
years®. As an example, in mainland France, these cancers represent about 30%
of men’s cancers and 20% of women's cancers® .

In this context, it IS necessary to work at a European level to develop
fundamental and clinical research to build new treatment paradigms that could
radically transform the prognosis of these cancers. During the development of
this research and already today, quality of care can be improved by ensuring
rapid diagnostic pathways, shortened time to treatment, and early-access to
innovative drugs. Practice guidelines should incorporate regular updates to
ensure the most up-to-date knowledge on the subject is shared. The working
group supports the establishment of an EU goal to double survival for poor-
pPrognosis tumaours

To reach these goals, the working group recommends specific actions and
in particular, the three following leading initiatives:

approaches to poor prognosis cancer: call for a European High risk High gain
project at European level and set up clinical research programs, with high
translational research agenda.

LEADING INITIATIVE 5. Provide a framework and tools to enable the
engagement of health professionals and researchers to share their data in
advance of projects, in order to better understand barriers and benefits from

each other’s progress.

LEADING INITIATIVE 6. Ensure the best available care is provided by
increasing quality and speed of delivery, for the patient as individual (time to
diagnosis, time to treatment initiation) and for the patient population as a
whole (implementation of guidelines, early access to innovative drugs and new

therapies in surgery and radiotherapy).

1.1Main figures
Approximately 3/10 of incidence cancer in men and 2/10 in women are

associated with a standardized net survival rate below 33%. Poor prognosis
cancer Is defined as cancer with a low survival rate after five years.

NG RARE CANCERS FOR WHICH EUROPEAN NETWORKS A

AU, ( AL (2027), SURVIVAL AMONG INDIVIDUALS D
AND FRANC 39-2018, SUMMARY OF RESULTS: SOLID TUN
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The percentage rate can be debated but for the purpose of this paper, cancers
whose survival rate after five years is below 33% will be considered in this
paper, following the definition proposed by the French ten-year cancer control
strategy.

Such cancers are considered regarding their initial location. Lung cancer,
mesothelioma cancer, pancreatic cancer, liver cancer, brain cancer, esophageal
cancer, secondary acute leukemia (coming after a treatment or a previous
cancer) belong to this category. Triple negative breast cancers can also be
included.

In mainland France, cancers with a poor prognosis “represent, in terms of
incidence, 32% of solid tumors in men and 19% in women”, according to a
study conducted by the French National Cancer Institute. For these cancers,
the 5-year standardized net survival among individuals diagnosed between 2010
and 2015, is of only 30% for stomach cancer, 26% for central nervous system
cancer, 22% for gallbladder and bile ducts cancer, 20% for lung cancer, 18% for
liver cancer, 17% for esophageal cancer, and only 11% for pancreatic cancer and
10% for pleural mesothelioma cancer.

In the EU, similar findings are similar. For male between 45 and 54 years old,
the survival rate from lung cancer in a 4-5-year follow-up interval is only
14,74% and for pancreatic cancer 9,44%.

1.2 Priorities for actions on cancer and employment

Early detection
The main goal In the fight against cancer Is certainly to decrease the

incidence of these cancers. To do so, prevention is crucial. It has been
estimated that approximately 40% of cancers could be prevented, with a
change in some behaviors and a change in the environment. In this European
Meeting, the French National Cancer Institute chose to address the topic of
cancer prevention as a theme on its own. Proposals related to prevention will
not be addressed in this working group on poor prognosis cancer.

Then, the low survival rate of poor prognosis cancers is mainly due to the time
at which their detection occurs. In the early stages of a pancreatic cancer, for
instance, there are rarely any symptoms or they can hardly be linked to cancer.
This often delays the detection to later stages of the disease, when treatments
are less efficient, thus making pancreatic cancer one of the cancers with the
lowest survival rate among all cancers. The challenge is to make early
diagnostic possible, through diagnostic campaigns and the development of
new techniques that could ease the detection of cancer.
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New treatments
Finally, new treatments for these types of cancers need to be developed. It is
crucial to develop new therapies that can address these types of cancers.
These challenges are addressed by European countries in different plans
and concrete actions.

3. CANCER PREVENTION

Cancer prevention and health promotion are the most cost-effective long-term
cancer control strategy. It is indeed estimated that 40% of cancers are caused
by preventable risk factors.

A coordinated European action towards prevention, reducing risk exposure and
promoting healthy lifestyles, would thus allow to reduce cancer prevalence in
the population.

The working group recommends a list of actions to implement to improve
coordination on prevention, and particularly the following three leading
initiatives:

stakeholders, which aims to promote evidence-based prevention, deploy
interventions at EU level and bring themes (such as alcohol, inequalities,
appropriate information, health literacy, the one thousand first days of life) to
the forefront of the European police debate using targeted statements.

exposures, most notably through actions aiming at denormalising tobacco and
alcohol, generalising a mandatory front-of-pack nutrition labelling, and
promoting the integration of physical activity in daily routines.

reinforce cancer awareness and health literacy, most notably through better
personalised approaches and a stronger involvement of citizens in the framing
of prevention messages.

1.1Main figures
The third workshop of the European Meeting of the French National Cancer

Institute will be focused on cancer prevention and health advocacy, which is
already one of the cornerstones of the European Plan for Cancer. It will
constitute one of the main levers of cancer control.
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It Is indeed estimated that 40% of cancers are caused by preventable risk
factors, mainly tobacco (27% of total cancers, and 90% of lung cancers),
alcohol usage (5% of the total), unhealthy diets, lack of physical activity,
environmental pollution, hazardous substances, as well as cancers triggered by
infectious agents.

Prevention is thus considered the most cost-effective long-term cancer
control strategy, while only 3% of total health budgets are being spent on
disease prevention and health promotion, leaving a large margin for
Improvement.

1.2 Priorities for actions on cancer prevention
The workshop would focus on primary and secondary cancer prevention,

aiming to identify levers to increase European action towards limiting risk
exposure and promoting healthy lifestyles, as well as strengthening European
research cooperation on cancer prevention.

To reduce this burden, multidisciplinary and international research have
been developed and supported by EU funding programs.

4. CANCER AND EMPLOYMENT — SURVIVORSHIP

Thanks to therapeutic progress, millions of people in Europe live after cancer
and even with it. Studies show that around 1.6 million people of working age are
diagnosed with cancer in Europe each year and cancer treatments are often
accompanied by long periods of sickness absence'. Employment is considered
as a lever for improving the quality of life and the socialization of people
suffering from cancer. It seems that maintaining a professional activity during
the treatment care, and afterwards, when it is possible and desired by the
employee, contributes to the improvement of the quality of life of people
suffering from cancer™.

However, the return-to-work (RTW) regulatory framework in the different
countries of the European Union is too heterogeneous, inflexible, widening
inequalities across the Member States to enable workers to continue working.
Besides, people with cancer are also exposed to discriminations notably into
accessing financial services as the legal framework on the right to be forgotten
still need to be largely extended in the EU.

' VICAN 2, a French INCa study published in 2012, reported that only 40% of people
diagnosed with cancer were working 2 years after diagnosis

" Paraponaris A, Teyssier LS, Ventelou B (2010) Job tenure and selfreported workplace
discrimination for cancer survivors 2 years after diagnosis: does employment legislation
matter? Health Policy 98(2-3):144-155. https://dol.org/10.1016/].healthpol.2070.06.013
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Also, both organizations and workers continue to face difficulties in providing
care and support to people with cancer. There is a need to have efficient tools
to carry out this mission and to be guided on the path to recovery.

Return-to-work requires evidence-based and tailored support for employers and
for workers with cancer. Yet some tools / measures are under-implemented in
Europe and there is a need to gather more data to develop and provide better
RTW supports.

To tackle those challenges, the group wishes to focus on three strategic areas:

LEADING INITIATIVE 10. Promote and implement a supportive legal
framework for people with cancer to facilitate their return to work but also
develop legislation concerning the right to be forgotten when accessing

financial services to prevent discrimination.

services for companies and people with cancer to support them and be guided
In the process of return to work.

with cancer by leading a descriptive and an interventional research program.

1.1Main figures
The number of people suffering from cancer has steadily increased during the

past years, yet the barriers to enter and return to employment remain high.

Within 15 years and without decisive actions, cancer cases are estimated to
increase by almost 25%, making it the leading cause of death in the European
Union. Last year, 2.6 million people in the EU were diagnosed with cancer and
this number has been on the rise over the past decades, like other long-standing
health problems. This can be explained by an aging population and population
growth but also by an increase in early detection of diseases.

The onset of cancer often has a significant impact on patients, both on the
personal (including family) and professional life. On a professional level, 40% of
diagnosed people with cancer are currently working and it is estimated that
77% of workers with cancer had resorted to a sick leave of at least 1T month.

Besides the major issue tackled by cancer survivors (insufficient management of
late and long-term effects of treatment), they also face difficulties when re-
entering the labor market. Studies indicate that professional situations
considerably deteriorate when workers face cancer and frequently lead them to
abandon the choice of return to work. In fact, 30% of workers lost or quit their
Jjob two years after being diagnosed with cancer.
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Also, the sanitary crisis of COVID-19, whose impacts are yet to be assessed,
probably exacerbated the difficulties for workers diagnosed with cancer.

Maintaining employment or working, can improve cancer survivors’ quality
of life as it provides a sense of ‘'normality’ and a feeling of social belonging.
Measures that promote flexible work arrangements, facilitate social integration
and reintegration of workers are key for the patient pathway as they adapt the
working situation to the disease and, in the long run, contribute to the remission
of cancer.

The recent progress in therapeutic innovations and the reduction in
hospitalization phases are helping workers with cancer to remain employed.
However, the growing number of patients suffering from cancer raises the
question of the EU’s mobilization and therefore of the business actors to
minimize the harmful impacts of the disease on professional life and promote
employment.

Survivors of cancer usually cope with situations where return to work after an
ilIness 1s complex and usually due to either insufficient information or shortfall
of adapted measures, the situation can vary greatly between UE countries.
Sources of information are multiple and occur at different times in the patient's
pathway, without coordination between the actors who deliver them.

Moreover, access to information requires a proactive approach from the
patients, which enhances the risk of exclusion for the most precarious
populations. Legal levers dedicated to cancer survivors are not sufficiently
flexible to allow these workers to return to work with a tailored solution. For
example, therapeutic times are crucial to allow patients to work during their
illness and to ensure a close and social link with the workers, which is an
Important factor for quality of life and recovery.

Also, patients suffering from cancer cope with notable discrimination and unfair
obstacles including, in the long term, access to financial services. They often
face prohibitively high insurance rates, although they have been cured for years
or even decades (ie. In France, cancer patients diagnosed when older than 27
can only enforce their right to forgiveness 10 years after the end of their
treatment)

Many players can support workers with cancer throughout their
employment career. However, few mechanisms are specifically dedicated
to workers with cancer and their effectiveness remains to be proven.

The actors involved during the pathway to help cancer patient to return to
work are multiple and of very different natures: institutional, associative, private
actors, etc. especially as the tools they offer are abundant but not specific to

cancer.
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Beyond the need to ensure a better coordination of these actors to secure the
workers pathway, there is a need to ensure the effectiveness of these tools.

Challenges that face survivors of cancer could often be avoided or
mitigated by ensuring the cooperation between health and social care
systems, and as well as with employers. They are one of the major key levers
for the return to work of cancer survivors. However, today tools are often
provided by major structures: the challenge is also to promote these
actions within smaller entities to support employees.

Studies indicate employers are known to play an essential role as they can
provide support to patients. However, employers also need guidance on how to
better support cancer survivors to best respond to their needs.

Furthermore, patients often suffer from prejudices and stereotypes within their
work environment, causing difficulties in disclosing their condition after a sick
leave or after a long-term absence. One of the main actions is to fight against
misinformation regarding cancer patients.

Finally, there is a need to develop tools that are also accessible to employers of
small structures that usually do not have the leeway to offer them to patients
(lack of human and economic resources).

Currently, the strategic management of return-to-work policies is inexistant
in Europe and does not allow to ascertain whether workers with cancer
benefit from the right tools to return to work.

There are no data on return-to-work tools for workers with cancer. Usually,
institutions do not collect data related to pathologies, mainly for medical
confidentiality reasons. This lack of data does not allow effective management
of a return-to-work policy for cancer patients. As an example, studies indicate
coaching has great potential for improving self-management in chronic
conditions. However, literature is still limited.

Further research is needed to identify the existing leverages and hindrances
to training tools implementation in work environment, as well as identify
best practices in return-to-work support systems.
2027 marks a new turning point in the ambition for the topic cancer &
employment both at European and French levels.

23
2022 EUROPEAN CANCER MEETING OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE



5. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Cooperation between the main European and international actors in the fight
against cancer is already well developed through numerous initiatives but the
lack of coordination and governance at the global level greatly reduces its
impact.

The current lack of a common strategic agenda, at the political level, limits the
international ability in pulling, strategizing, coordinating and correctly orienting
funding, and the international scene lacks fora and instruments for effective
collaboration on cancer.

The three actions from the working group have been selected as leading
Initiatives to be implemented as a priority at European level to go further and
accelerate efforts relating to each of the themes:

LEADING INITIATIVE 13: Call for the creation of an international cancer

paediatric cancers, and other ongoing international collaborations to
systematically include other regions and cancer treatments.

mechanism.

International cooperation should allow to scalp the fight against cancer
Cooperation between the main European and international actors in the fight
against cancer opens up opportunities for great progress in terms of research,
prevention, early detection and diagnosis, as well as access to quality services
and innovative therapies.

International cooperation should allow to better address:

- Issues in need of better coordination and of concentrated efforts:

o cancer prevention: not well funded or executed, and would benefit from increased
coordination of national resources;

O gaps in research projects internationally. Such an endeavor was carried out in the
UK with the development of a database of all research projects funded in the UK to
identify the gaps.

- lIssues that are challenging internationally due to bureaucracy or
regulations and could be solved partially through a more structured approach:
data sharing, rare disease cohorts, clinical trials...
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Additionally, allotting funds to a specific vehicle (or several) would allow for a
better support of a strategic agenda.

The European Commission considers that cancer international cooperation
could still be improved: a lack of a common strategic agenda limits the
international ability in pulling, strategizing, coordinating and correctly orienting
funding.

Existing international cooperation could be strengthened

While international collaboration is well developed in research, there are few

international collaboration, especially at a policy-making level, where national

representative can exchange knowledge and align priorities on cancer control.

Most prominent international cooperation is organized around:

o International generalist organizations: Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC), International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), Global
Alliance for Chronic Diseases (GACD, Global Alliance for Genomics and
Health (GA4GH);

0 International organizations focused on a single aspect of cancer:
International Cancer Genome Consortium (ICGC), International Association
of Cancer Registries (IACR), World Federation of Surgical Oncology Societies,
International Society of Paediatric Oncology;

o International initiatives focused on a single aspect of cancer:
International Cancer Screening Network (ICSN), International Cancer
Control Partnership (ICCP), International Rare Cancers Initiative (IRCI),
International Cancer Research Partnership (ICRP).

Existing European cooperation is already dense

European cooperation on cancer Is very structured, at a European level

(European Commission’s DG SANTE and DG RTD) and through:

o FEuropean Institutions: European Association for Cancer Research, European
Cancer Organisation (ECCQO), European Network of Cancer Registries (ENCR),
European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC),
Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL)

o FEuropean Initiatives: Joint Action on Rare Cancers (JARC), TRANSCAN,
Innovative Partnership for Action Against Cancer (IPAAC), European Cancer
Information System (ECIS), European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer
(ECIBC).

Most of these European initiatives are limited to EU members, while some
others can be bound in time (CHRODIS+, EPAAC, CANCON..).

25
2022 EUROPEAN CANCER MEETING OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE



V. APPENDICES

A. EUROPEAN CANCER MEETING PROGRAMME

THURSDAY 3 FEBRUARY

09H15 Opening of the partnership Lounge (access the Partnership Lounge online)

10H30 - T0H45 Welcome and opening remarks
Norbert IFRAH, President of the French National Cancer Institute

10H45 - 11HOO Launch of the European Cancer Meeting
Frédérique VIDAL, Minister for Higher Education, Research and Innovation, France

1THOO - 11H40 Masterclass “"Access to Multidisciplinary Cancer Treatment: Is the continuum from
development into healthcare becoming a reality?”

Denis LACOMBE, Chief Executive Officer, The European Organisation for Research and Treatment
of Cancer (EORTC)

11H40 - 12H20 Masterclass “Cracking the Cancer Code”
Aina ERRANDO, Partnership and Communications Officer, European Cancer Patient Coalition

12H20 - 13HO00 Masterclass “Data serving Innovation”
Philippe-Jean BOUSQUET, Director of Observation, Data Science and Assessment — French
National Cancer Institute

13HOO - 14H15 Break

14H15 - 14H30 Speech Jerdme SALOMON, Director General for Health, Ministry of Solidarities and
Health, France

14H30 - 15H10 Masterclass “Better medicine for children with cancer”
Dominik KARRES, Scientific Officer, Paediatric Medicines Office, European Medicines Agency

15H10 - 15H50 Masterclass “Tobacco taxes save lives”
Anca TOMA, Director, Smoke Free Partnership

15H50 - 16H30 Masterclass “Strengthening Europe in the Fight Against Cancer”
Veéronique TRILLET-LENOIR, Member of the European Parliament, Rapporteur of the special EP
committee for beating cancer

16H30 - 17HO0 Masterclass “Update on Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan & EU Mission on Cancer
Mission”

Joanna DRAKE, Deputy Director-General, DG Research and Innovation (RTD), European
Commission

John F. RYAN, Deputy General Director, DG Health and Food Security, European Commission
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Friday 4 February

08H45 Opening of the Partnership Lounge (access the Partnership Lounge online )

09H45 - 10H45 Opening of the plenary session for the European Cancer Meeting

Stella KYRIAKIDES, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety

Veéronique TRILLET-LENOIR, Member of the European Parliament, Rapporteur of the special EP
committee for beating cancer

Olivier VERAN, Minister of Solidarities and Health, France

10H45 - 10H55 Introduction of feedback from worshops
Thierry BRETON, Director General of the French National Cancer Institute

T0H55 - 11H15 Feedback from the “Cancers with Poor Prognosis” workshop
Josep Maria BORRAS, Director of Catalan Cancer Strategy, Department of Health, Catalonia,
Spain

1TH15 - 1MH35 Feedback from the “Prevention” workshop
Wendy YARED, Director of the Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL)

TTH35 - 1TH55
Feedback from the “Cancer and Employment” workshop
Angelique DE RIJK, Professor, Maastricht University

1TH55 - 12H15 Feedback from the “Paediatric Cancer” workshop
Gilles VASSAL, Director of Clinical Research at Institut Gustave Roussy & President ITCC
(Innovative Therapies for Children with Cancer) and Accelerate platform

12H15 - 12H35 Feedback from the “International Cooperation” workshop
Andreas CHARALAMBOUS, President of the European Cancer Organisation

13HO0O0 - 14HO0O0 Press conference

14H30 - 15H30 Round table "Beating cancer in Europe: levers and obstacles"

Cecilia HALLE, Deputy Head of Division, Public Health and Health Care Division, Ministry for
Health and Social Affairs, Sweden

John F. RYAN, Deputy General Director, DG Health and Food Security, European Commission
Vlastimil VALEK, Minister of Health, Czech Republic

Olivier VERAN, Minister of Solidarities and Health, France

15H30 - 16H30 Round table “Cancer Mission: a new ambition for European cancer research”
Joanna DRAKE, Deputy Director-General, DG Research and Innovation (RTD), European
Commission

Claire GIRY, Director General for Research and Innovation, Ministry for Higher Education,
Research and Innovation, France

Marek SVOBODA, General Director of the Masaryk Memorial Cancer Institute, Czech Republic
Elisabete WEIDERPASS, Director of the International Agency for Research on Cancer, World
Health Assembly

Ministry for Education and Research of Sweden*

16H30 - 16H45 Conclusion
Norbert IFRAH, President of the French National Cancer Institute

*Subject to schedules.
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B.OVERVIEW OF PROGRAMMES AND_INITIATIVES FOR EACH THEMATIC

(1)Paediatric cancers
1.1 Contribution of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan
One of the ten flagship initiatives of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan focuses on

childhood cancers, and aims to “put childhood cancer under the spotlight”.

In 2027, the Commission launched the “Helping Children with Cancer
Initiative” to ensure that children have access to rapid and optimal detection,
diagnosis, treatment and care.

This initiative is funded under the EU4Health programme to facilitate access to
early diagnosis and quality treatment through the new Network of
Comprehensive Cancer Centres.

It will support training and enable the sharing of best practice and standards of
care for children with cancer, complementing the actions implemented by the
new European Reference Networks. This initiative is also enabling the launch of
the “Cancer Survivor Smart-Card” to address the specificities of childhood
cancer survivors, Including long-term monitoring of outcomes and potential
toxicity of treatments, rehabilitation, psychological support, educational
modules, connectivity with healthcare staff, and information about past clinical
history.

The overall budget of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan amounts to €4 billion. A

substantial share of the future EU4Health programme, totalling €1.25 billion, will

be used to support actions and initiatives, particularly the "Helping Children

with Cancer Initiative”. Two initiatives, in the context of improving follow-up of

people who have had paediatric cancer, will be funded by EU4Health:

o the "Cancer Survivor Smart-Card”, which has been earmarked a budget of
€1.8 million; rolled out by HaDEA,

o the "EU Network of Youth Cancer Survivors”, which has been earmarked a
budget of €5 million and is to be rolled out by HaDEA.

1.2 The contribution of the French ten-year cancer-control strategy 2021 - 2030
Main paediatric cancer figues in France

Every vyear, approximately 2,500 new cases of cancer in children
(approximately 1,700) and adolescents (approximately 800) are diagnosed In
France. This accounts for around
1% of cancer cases detected. Due to considerable progress in treatments of
these cancers, 8 in 10 children now recover.
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Nevertheless, two-thirds of children who recover suffer from after-effects
linked with the disease and treatments. In this way, 30 years post-diagnosis, 60%
of adults who have recovered from cancer during their childhood or the AYA
(adolescent and young adult) period suffer from at least one severe potentially
life-threatening after-effect.

The fight against cancers in children, adolescents and young adults,

The fight against cancers in children, adolescents and young adults (AYAS)
remains a strong priority and is an integral part of all the areas of the ten-year
strategy in France and fields of cancer care.

All the resources available are being enlisted to push back these cancers to
guarantee the best possible care. The fight against these cancers Is also covered
by specific measures supplementing those already in force, particularly within
the scope of the Law of 8 March 2019

The aim of the initiatives 1S to improve recovery rates, overall survival and
quality of life among AYAs during and after their treatments. There is a
particular focus on therapeutic innovations and long-term structuring of
personalised lifelong follow-up for all.

Paediatric cancer research is benefiting from the extra impetus launched in
20271 to improve the selectivity of the French National Cancer Institute’s calls
for proposals, alongside an extra €5 million earmarked for this type of research
by the French Ministry for Research each year. Some paediatric cancers, such as
brainstem glioblastomas, fall under the category of cancers with poor
prognosis, which will be a major focus of work in the future.

The measures of the ten-year strategy also envisage:

o setting up long-term follow-up, extending data collection and its
systematic implementation via questionnaires for parents and children;

o structuring and consolidating high-quality care provision,

(0]
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